Ornithological Notes made at Fraser’s Hill. 
March, 1951 1 

By G, C t Madoc, and F. C. H, Allen, m.b.d.u. 

The following no Lea, mostly dealing with nidi beat ion, have been 
selected from data obtained during a stay of two and a half 
weeks ut Fraser’s Kill in March, 1951 <4-7 March and 11-26 
March) r Relatively little is known about the breeding seasons of 
: lii' 1 majority of Malayan birds. In some oases, therefore, 

live- have summarized the information previously published, where 
- L i.l'iio ws Eight on the records published here, or we have drawn 
cm notes made earlier at Caine run’s Highlands. In addition Lo the 
b-i ds included in the body ol this paper we are also giving a list 
of other species observed during our stay at Fraser's lid], with 
the object of confirming or supplementing the information avail¬ 
able in the Annotated Checklist. 

Fraser's Hill is situated on the Selangor-Pa hang border and 
immediately to the north ui’ the Cap (the Semangko Pass bet¬ 
ween Selangor and Pahang). The highest point of the door of 
the pitas is approximately 2,700 feet above sea-IeveL Fraser’s 
Ilil] rises to about ROOD feet. The observations given in this 
paper were all made between the Cap and the top of the Hill, or 
at one of these points, or at Lhe Dairy Farm, Jeriau, at an eleva¬ 
tion ol about 2,‘ilXi icet. A short description of this area, and of 
Cameron s Highlands, is given by Robinson (1S28; xvil and 
xvii. Earlier references Lo nesting in these localities can be 
found it, Lhe works cited in the list of references at the end of 
the present paper (with the exception of Smythies, 1940), 

The arrangement, list numbers and names used here follow 
the Annotated Checklist of the Birds of Malaya (Butt. Bag. 
Mat i fr 20, 1949), 

171. Oucula badia badia (Raffles), Mountain Imperial Pigeon. 

This bird is common and very conspicuous at and around 
h laser's Hill. Courting displays, both aerobatic and vocal, were 
noted on a number of occasions during our stay there. Two nests 
wove found, each containing a single egg. Madoc has also had a 
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E&T 1 ™ J’***'" tlw 1 111,1 «* Lhe Farm on SI December 
(bet -fl^'Tvv ( T' V 2 1 ,2) veJloris a n«* and egg found in 
n l F ' I i T," L “ nB “ 1 “ w ™ 7 January (19-17). Molesworth 
‘ T * , 1 liiLi ;1 ,K ' st Wlth a fledgling in October (19.50). 

!a^ "Vr Mlll ' dl “ r , Apl ' 11 are probably tile normal months for 
‘■p fc f h 'f ,TS Hll! ' Edgar has found nests on Gunong fiau 
m Perak, as lute as July (in Madec, 1‘W7: G). ’ 

1 Jfl. Macropygia ru Keeps malayana Chas. & Kloss. 

Little Cuckoo-Dove, 

w *!' 1S b ! , ^ “<■ Frasers Mill. Two nests 

1 a fi- rn d| i 1 tt}ntai ? m £ °^ s ’ <in Allen & Edgar, 

; J r 'P re n orta a numljei of nest* from the Larut Hills, and 
i Ieur lroni Cameron's Highlands, found mostly in February. 

to Hobinson & Chasen (1*36: GO) Fellow's collector 
discovered this species breeding in the hills near Taiping in 
January and February, mid, rarely, in May. F. G* FT. Allen re- 
uivds a nest and eggs m May* In the first week of August (1949) 
Hath if luii rid four nests with eggs and one with a nestling aL 

owUiinnie a single egg was found by 
■ iomloy (U4K: 213) at Fraser's Hill on IT August {19-I7K it 
^ r °i ll PP eai ‘ either the breeding season is very extended 
oj- else that there are two seasons: one in the first quarter of the 
ye;u find another about August. 

1W3, ^utulussparverindes (Vig.) subsp.'^ Large Hawk-Cuckoo. 

From about lb March onwards wo frequently lieard a 
typical plaintive Cuckoo call on various pa its of the Hill always 

I I'om dense jungle, usually on the slopes below the residential 
area. 

On the morning of the 21st Madec spent a long time creep- 
ing t.uough the jungle until he found a huge tree in which the 
bird was performing. Che Majid then felled a large clearing 
making a lot ol noise in the process; this did not' worry the 
C uckoo. Finally it was spotted on a very high leafless branch, 
and excellent views of it were obtained. The bird was very large 
Hu- a cuckoo. The following features were prominent. Yellow 
lert and a blackish ball. The head and the wings apparently very 
dark brown* The upper breast, light chestnut; the lower breast 
and hanks, barred brown and white; the middle of the bcllv 
white ; t he under surface of the tail, barred brown and white* 

*<Ai tmn - ®*** 
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Staring- up at the bird some eighty feat above their heads, the 
observers were unable to obtain a complete view of the upper 
parts. On subsequent days we came across a pair of these birds 
calling to each other from perches in high trees along the road 
down to the Gap, at about 4,000 feet. We tried unsuccessfully to 
secure a specimen. 

The earliest hour at which we heard the bird calling was 
tUO a.fi].; the latest was 7.15 pjn, The bird produces two calls. 
The most common of these is an upward cadence of two notes 
bee-p-BEEP, repeated between ten and fifteen times. The call 
starts hesitantly, but gains speed after the second repetition. 
The second call is more rarely heard; and we got the impression 
that it is used only when one bird it? being answered by another. 
It also is an upward cadence of two notes. The two notes are 
exactly alike ih^-dee. The bird runs very rapidly and jazaily up 
the scale, reaches the highest pitch, and then descends about 
three Lynes before stopping. Both calls carry a great distance— 
fully half a mile, we think, 

235, Collocalia esculents cyanoptila Oberh. 

Whitebellied Swift let. 

Several of the colonies of this bird established in garages 
and deserted bungalows during the Japanese Occupation have 
been evicted, but a large colony remains in the garage at Buena 
Vista, renin jam At the time of our visit about 200 birds were 
breeding there: the majority of these nests contained eggs. There 
was also a solitary nest in the Girdle Hoad quarry. We have not 
determined (.lie limits of the breeding season in this colony. We 
have seen plenty of fresh eggs in early August (1940) and 1st 
October (Idol). 

On the Ciip road we watched a number of birds circling 
round the lower branches of a giant tree from which streamers 
of moss and lichen were hanging freely. At intervals the Swift- 
lets appeared to fly straight at the moss, and we concluded that 
they were collecting nesting material. A close examination of the 
nests at Buona Vista showed that moss is, in fact, included in 
their structure, 

240. A pus atiinis sub f meatus (Blyth). House-Swift. 

A nest under the eaves of Wray Bungalow was sometimes 
occupied by a bird of this species, but apparently only for roost? 
mg purposes, Berwick (1917: 38) reports nesting at Cameron s 
Highlands at attitudes as high as 5,000 feet, but as yet there is 
no published record of breeding at Fraser’s Hill. 
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Si. Gliirystomus oriental La (Linn..) subsp. Broadbilled Holier, 

On the morning of 21 March we saw a single bird perching 
m, a tree at a3joi.it 4,300 feet. And the same evening we saw a 
iparty of five perching and feeding from a tree at over 4,900 
feet, To the best of our knowledge, this species lias not been 
awarded previously from such an altitude in Malaya* It may be 
opposed that these individuate wore part of the movement of 
passage migrants and winter visitors, of two sub-species, which 
visit Malaya in the winter months; but Robinson (1927: 92) 
records that these migrants usually follow the islets in the Straits 
uf Malacca* 

$33, Comcina novae holkindiae larutensis (Sharpe)* 

Whi te veil te d C uckoo-Sl lri he * 

Throughout our stay on the Hill this species was most 
tti&apieuous* Pairs, and parties of up to five birds, spent much 
time flying high and aimlessly over the valleys, drawing a Lien- 
lion to themselves by penetrating cries ska-nt-p, (Incidentally, 
the call is very similar to that of the Blue-green Magpie, Kiita 
tkinewsis nibhiauni .). 

On several occasions we noted that when a pair of these 
birds was perched in a tree one of them (presumably the male) 
would indulge in wing exercises which presumably were a court¬ 
ing display. It raised its folded wings backwards alternately, 
looking rather like a swimmer doing the "crawl"* This display 
■*as accompanied by continuous calls of shwnrp in a higher 
pitch than the flight-call. The male also gave this display whilst 
Parching close to the hen when she was brooding eggs in the 
aest described below. 

On 19 March a nest was found. It was far out cm a limb of 
i very high tree near tire summit of Peninjau* The tree was 
ijuite unclimbable. As far as we could see the nest was a broad 
Aha I I n w cup placed across two arms of a honEonlal fork. Extern¬ 
ally it was covered with a pate green lichen. On 24 March, we 
revisited the site and saw the female sitting on the nest. There 
cas a high wind, and the bough was swaying considerably. This 
4 ^med not to worry her; but she flew away immediately when a 
duller of chattering holiday-makers walked by. We estimated 
isat this nust was about ninety foot from the ground, and about 
twenty-five feel cut from the main trunk—within a foot or two 
A the tip of the branch. On 29 April we were able to visit the 
again and saw both adults bringing food to two large 

ocjfltngSi 
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Tliis species is accepted as resident in Malaya in the Anno 
Piled Checklist, but so far ns we know no account has hitherto 
been published of nesting in our area. 

856. Kitta chincnsis roULnsoni (CX-Grant)„ 

Blue-green Magpie. 

We saw this bird on three occasions : a single bird once, anti 
a pair twice. This is the first time that one of us has encountered 
it r though he has been looking lor it on every visit to Fra.ser's 
l-Jjll for over fifteen years. On the basis of these observations we 
still consider it no be uncommon. The call is very like tire ah r cep 
L >f the White vented Cuckoo-Shrike, but more acid. 

:1S5. Turd inns brevieuuilatns leucoslictus (Sharpe), 

Streaked Wren Babbler. 

A nest with young was found on o March. Subsequently a 
further three nests were discovered, all with eggs. In March 
1947, Madoc and Che Majid found about fifteen nests at Came- 
t-on's Highlands, mostly containing eggs. Allen & Edgar^(194S: 
55) record "many nests containing eggs and young birds" found 
at Cameron's Highlands in February and March, and others as 
late as June, The latest record appears to be a nest containing 
two nestlings found by Berwick on the western slope of Gunong 
Bercmbun, Cameron's Highland's, on 7 July (1946). 

8K7, Pnocpyga pus ilia harterti Bob. & Kloss, 

Pygmy Wren Babbler, 

During this visit to the Hill wc found so many nests oi this 
species lhaL we reached Lhr- conclusion that it must be one of the 
more common mountain species. Hut it is such a confirmed 
skulker that we never once saw a bird except those which flashed 
from their nests—thus giving away their extremely well-con¬ 
cealed positions. 

On 5 March wc found a nest containing one unfertile egg 
and one egg considerably incubated. 

On 10 March we found a nest containing two eggs. Alter 
the bird had escaped down a gully we heard it utter a double 
whistle Pei! Pott! —just once* On the iSth we found that the 
eggs had been taken. 

On 11 March we found an empty nest. Though empty, the 
bird llew out at our approach. On the tflth this nest contained 
two eggs* Unfortunately one egg was broken before we could 
measure it; the other measured 0-77 X 0 55 inches. 
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On 22 March we found a nest containing two eggs, one of 
which was broken. The other measured 0-1S X 0-55 inches. 

On 26 March we found a nest containing two fresh eggs. 
One which we measured was 0-80 >: IHSO incites. 

Silvery one of these nests was of a standard type. Built 
externally of green moss, lined internally with black fibre. The 
entrance was at the side—the bank on which the nesL was buiEt 
forming one wall of the entrance—and usually partly cor mined 
by hanging moss or vegetation. All the nests were built on verti¬ 
cal banks at the side of dee ply-shaded jungle paths ai about 
l,or>0 feet. The moss of the outside of the nest blended very 
cUjsely with the living moss on the bank. 

Breeding has been reported from Cameron's Highlands by 
Allen & H cigar (104b; 35G), who say that the main noting season 
seems to be February to April, but active nests have been seen 
as late as June. Madoc found two nests, both with eggs, at 
Cameroids Highlands during the third week of March 19-17. In 
August 1949 lie found several disused neats of this species at 
eraser's Hill, but in the absence of the birds was not then able 
to milkc a positive identification. 

;}90a. Ktachyris nigneeps davisoni Sharpe. 

Gray throated Tree Babbler* 

We now know that it is not-thls species which is responsible 
for the numerous domed neats found alongside jungle paths. 
Such nests are usually those of the White-gorge tied Flycatcher* 
This species also builds domed nests at the sides of paths, but 
they are less compact structures than those of the Flycatcher - , 
amt the ones we have seen were at the fool of a bank—virtually 
on the ground. 

On 11 March, Major Pvendergast pointed out a nest at the 
foot of a bank at the side of the Girdle Koad, Peninjau. We saw 

... rly oil, but observed only that the sides of the face were 

grey. Two days later Che Majid snared a bird un the neat, and 
we identified 11 as this spec lea* We noted a narrow white’Streak 
above and behind the eye;and a broad white muustachiul streak. 
Head dark grey above, paler below. The remaining upper parts 
dark brown; under parts pale buff. The lies l was nut a spherical 
structure: it was a cup with an almost separate dome over It* 
The entrance was at the side—facing along the bank instead of 
outwards* 'Hie cup was fairly substantially made of dead bamboo 
leaves and bracken, lined with line grass. The dome wa* loosely 
composed of bamboo leaves. The White-gorgetted Flycatcher in¬ 
serts Its nest into festoons of moss or into a thick bud of dead 

Mos. 24, 19S2* t 169 3, 
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suggests that there should have been evidence of breeding at 
Fraser's Hill in March, At the same time Gibson-Hill (1950: 
114) reports a nest of the allied G. 1. luyubri# (S. Muller), con¬ 
taining two fresh eggs, taken by 1". G. IL Allen and Motesworth 
at Fraser's Hill on 29 October* We can find no other local records 
of nests of the three Malayan member* of the genus Garnrfuz. 

401. Leiolluiv argenlauris tahanen.sis (Yen). 

S i 1 ve reared Mesia. 

As common as ever at Fraser’s Hill. On 7 March we found 
a deep cup-shaped nest in a Senudok bush {Melaatoma viala- 
batkricum Linn.) at the bottom of the Lodge garden. A bird 
Jlew oil at our approach, but we were unable Lu see it and we 
thought that the nest was that of a Bulbul. On 11 March it con¬ 
tained a single egg, and on the following day there were two. 
On the 14th Madoc and Che Majid concealed themselves in tire 
.scrub and watched for about an hour. Presently a party cons is L- 
jng of no less than four Mesias* two Chestnutcapped Babbling- 
Th rushes and one Lengtailed Si hi a approached extremely noisily 
through tire bracken. They chose to perch in some giant grass 
about two feet above the wateliers’ heads. From there they 
shouted at the tops ol" their voices. At the end of that perform¬ 
ance one of the Mesias was seen to have slipped onto -.he nest, 
and the escort then dispersed. Madoc stalked the nest, and was 
able to see the female Mesia at a range uf two feet. 

The nest was a deep cup, 2(A inches in diameter and L i 
inches deep. It was slung at seven points from the line stems 
of a little vine which trailed amongst the brandies of the bush. 
Externally it was compounded of dead leaves, bracken, moss and 
iSte roots of an epiphytic plant. It was rather sparsely lined with 
the black fibres of a fern or palm. . h 

The eggs measured 0-54 X (Hi7 inches and 0-87 X 0115 in¬ 
dies. The shell is thin, fine and rather glossy. The ground colour 
is white. Rich madder-brown spots are concentrated mostly at 
the broader end. 

On about 10 March, Che Majid detected a pair of Mesias 
carrying dead leaves and moss very energetically* lie found they 
were building a nest in a festoon of bracken hanging over the 
Girdle ltoad. Unfortunately they abandoned the work after two 

days. , ■ . 

Ln spite of the fact that ill is bird is widely distributed and 
common in open areas in the main mountain chain at altitudes 
above A,00Q feet, no previous account has been published of 
nesting in Malaya* 


it US. 24, 195S. 
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120, Irena puefla malayensis HnrsL & Moore. Fairy Bluebird. 

We saw no signs of this species, though in January it had 
been common at the Cap and on the road up the Kill. 

■124. Pycjumotus dispar caecilii Deignan. 

Bhickcrested Yellow Bulbul, 
species is certainly common at the Gap, but, it appears 
very rarely to ascend the Hill; we have never scon it there 
before, or during, this visit. Since then, Allen has seen the 
-species at Honinjim on 10 June, 1951. 

■1:11, Pycnonotus goiavirr personatus (Hume). 

Y ello w von ted B u ll >u I, 

We regularly saw one or two pairs of this typical lowland 
bird on scrubby slopes in the residential area of the Hill. At 
dorian Farm we saw a bird carrying nesting material, 

M7. Musciaylvia leticura leueura Hodgs. 

White tailed Blue Robin. 

On the 21st, hastening up a path in a gully immediately 
below Wray Bungalow, Mrs. Alien frightened one of these birds 
oil its nest. Later, when we visited t he nest, the female dew from 
lIio nest low and straight across the gully, and disappeared into 
the scrub on the other side. There was no time (and little light.) 
lor a really good view. We got the impression of a dull brown 
bird with a narrow but distinct white band down each side of 
its tail. 

Later Che Majid put a snare at the entrance to the nest. 
He reported that, watching from concealment, he saw the bird 
carefully .set aside his noo.se on two occasions! On one occasion 
the blue male assisted his brown mate in this tusk, But on the 
2Hrd the female was snared successfully, and we were able to 
examine Itor very thoroughly before releasing her. There is 
little to the field description: she is jusL a pale brown bird, 
rather like a female Niltava* but lacking the blue shoulder pid¬ 
dles. The white marks on the tail show only when it is fanned. 
Evidently it is farmed in flight, for we noticed the apparent 
white marginal band on three occasions. Actually, it is not 
marginal, and does not extend the whole length of the tail (but 
this certainly is the impression in the held) ; in fact, the outer 
pair of tail feathers is immaculate, and the white is mostly oil 
llie basal half of the succeeding pairs. 

'The nest was a large ball of vegetation, 8 inches in external 
diameter. It was composed of tree-fern fibres and leaves, skeleton 
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leaves and a small quantity of liverwort. The entrance, nearly 
2 Indies in diameter, was halfway down the front. The nest was 
placed on the almost vertical bank at the side of the gully* It 
was poorly concealed amongst the ferns and grasses growing 
on the bank (though we must admit that we bad passed np and 
down that path several times without seeing it, and without 
disturbing the birds!). Trees growing ten feet higher up the 
bank provided deep shade. 

The nest contained two eggs in an advanced state of incuba¬ 
tion. They measured I Oil X Li ts7 inches and 0-E>7 X O’fiS inches* 
They were a dull pink, thickly and finely blotched all over with a 
scarcely distinguish ably darker shade. They were almost gloss- 
less. 

No previous account Etas been published of nesting in 
Malaya. 

•MM, Myiophonciis rohinsoni 0,-Grant. 

Malayan Whistling Thursh. 

Madoc had located these birds breeding in a gully below the 
Golf-Course in September 1350, lie deduced that the birds clung 
closely to a very limited territory. So, during this long March 
visit, we explored the gully many times; but we could not locale 
the birds* However, in early September 1951, F. G* l-E, Allen 
saw the birds in the same locality as Madochs nest. He disturbed 
uue bird which was actually perching beside a nesl which might 
have belonged to Lb is species, but which was definitely old. A few 
weeks later, on 1st October, Madoc found a bird most deter¬ 
minedly haunting the immediate vicinity of his last year's nest, 
Jt remained in dense cover, calling, whilst he and Che Majid 
made a ciose but unsuccessful search fur the nest. 

Madoc's notes of his September nest have not been published 
previously, and so are reproduced here in full. 

On 2d September, 1950, he was working down the steep bed 
of llie little Smigei This (Fraser's Hilt), about half-a-mile below 
the golf-course and at a little under 4,000 feet. He noticed a large 
cup-shaped nest built on an epiphytic fern growing on a hanging 
liana. Climbing Li[j the steep, thickly-wooded sides of the ravine, 
he was able to look over the rim of the deep cup; but he con¬ 
cluded that it was old* About half-an-hour later, returning up¬ 
stream, he disturbed a bird off the no si when lie was still 101) 
yards away. He was unable to see more than the shape and 
generally blackish appearance of the bird as in dived oit" the nest 
and [las!led tip the bed of the stream almost at water-level* lie 
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now climbed up into the tree from which the liana was suspend¬ 
ed and, looking down, was able to see two whitish eggs. That 
afternoon lie watched in concealment for two hours, and the 
following morning he performed another vigil of two hours, but 
failed to see the bird. However, on those two days, ns he followed 
the path down the revine, three times he disturbed a very similar 
blackish bird. On each occasion it seemed to take wing off the 
bank at the side of the path, where Madoc presumes it was 
seeking food in the bare earth under the overhang, it was very 
wary, and its flight was very swift and direct, taking it out of 
sig3.it amongst the foliage before the eye could register more 
than a general impression of a bluish-black bird. 

On the 27th, Madoc sent Che Majid up the Hill; the latter 
found the nest without difficulty. He watched it from concealment 
for three days. He saw the bird on the nest several times; but in 
the gloom of the valley he was unable to see its colours or even 
get a dear view for a shot. He repo rift 1 that it was most wary 
and cunning. At one time or another he saw both birds. Once, 
when he was constructing a little hide of giant fern fronds, he 
found that both birds were watching his every movement from 
the branches of a tree above his head. Finally, lie desperation, 
lie shot the parent on the elo$U one egg was completely destroyed, 
and the other was too broken to preserve, though it has provided 
a basis for dimensions and description. 

Che Majid reported that, when disturbed from the nest, the 
bird invariably dived down and flew very close to the ground— 
as Madoc had seen it do on the 23rd. Che Majid heard the call 
several times—a single high-pitched and prolonged cheek; rather 
like the acid call of a Fork tail. (Since then, Madoc himself has 
heard the call. He has noted it as a single zreep, repeated at 
irregular intervals. It certainly resembles Lite note of a Forktail; 
but the Fork tail usually rattles out several consecutive notes.). 

The bird shot on the nest has been identified as this species. 
Madoc notes that in a good light it is mostly glossy black with a 
blue wash; there is a fairly prominent shiny patch of deep blue 
at the angle of the wing. There was some white on the axillaries 
and at the bases of other leathers of the underparts; but these 
would not show in the field. The upper mandible was mostly 
brownish horn, ami the lower mandible mostly dull yellow. The 
legs and foci were blackish. 

The nest is a very solid, thick-walled structure measuring 
externally about 7 L /o inches in diameter by 1 inches high. The 
deep, straight-sided cup is 4 inches in diameter and 2Vi inches 
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deep. It was firmly attached to the tie use fibrous roots of an 
epiphytic fern, 15 feet above the bed of the stream. Tlie fern 
itself was growing oil a pendent liana, and it had overturned so 
that its leaves were growing downwards and its roots were at 
an angle on which the nest could be constructed. The nest 
materials were almost entirely black fibres of the tree-fern, with 
just a little stringy moss and a few dead leaves. The egg-chamber 
was not lined. 

The eggs were an extremely pale bluish-grey with a pepper¬ 
ing of very pale clover-brown spots. The less damaged one mea¬ 
sured approximately T2K X 0-!3 inches. Incubation was far 
advanced. 

This is not a common species in Malaya, and to the best of 
out knowledge there is no previous published account of nesting 
in our area, 

I 

477, Seicercus castankeps buderi (Ilart.), 

Grey breas ted FI ycatch er-Warhier. 

This species seems to be fairly common on lhe Hill. But, like 
the Ashynap ed Warbler, it is rather a skulker, moving about in 
dark gullies and mi the thick scrub close to the road -edge. 

On o March we watched a bird collecting the bright reddish- 
chestnut rhizomes from the base of a fern growing out of a 
high bank. This was beside the road leading to the Lodge. The 
bird carried its burden in under the overhang of the bank, and 
shortly emerged empty-billed. We waited until March before 
examining tlm overhang. This was about fifteen feet above the 
road, and we found that behind the grass-fringed lip there was 
a long vaulted space nearly four feet high. A foot projected from 
the roof; there, in semi-darkness, was the wren-like nest, tucked 
in behind this root. It appeared to be made entirely of the fern 
rhizomes, it was empty, but seemed to he nearly complete, A few 
days later we found that the nest had been torn out. 

This interested ns in roadside overhangs, and one morning 
we examined a considerable number of them along the Girdle 
Rond around Peninjau. We must have found about twelve similar 
nests; all apparently old. Of course in such sheltered situations 
an old nest might remain intact for more than one season. We 
concluded that in spite of seeing one pair building, the breeding 
season of these Warblers must be at another time of the year. 
In no case did we find a neat under the overhangs formed by 
landslips during the last monsoon (be. December—January). 
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Previous accounts of nesting in Malaya are given by Kobtn- 
r-/ anci E ^gar (in Aben & Edgar, IMS: 57). 

Lt ' ^ °''" m 1 * 1941 ' 1 ' : 20 3 ) a fsQ 1 j s ts b reeding repo rt ed f ro n i V ra- 

aer . A ancE lEiri L;tn3 *- Hills (Bromley, m HtQ. These mention 
active nests found in February and April 


■180, Orthotoinu^ cueullatusi einereicollis (Sharpe). 

Ashy imped Ta U or-B ird. 

Dining the three weeks on the Hill we at last managed to 
convince ourselves that this is the bird responsible for that little 
warbling song- o! five notes which is repeated all over the scale. 
VVc actually saw the bird open its bill and sing! There remains 
dun. other typical Hill Warbler song: the one beginning with two 
slow deliberate notes and then breaking oil into a lovely tong 
t>ilL In a daa k gnlly Madoc saw a bird singing these notes, and 
he was fairly certain at the time trial this, also, was Uie Ashy- 
nap ed Warbler. But we think that this latter identification needs 
to he supported by further observations. 

We made several notes on this Warbler's field appearance \ 
chestnut luieerown, dark grey behind that. Liglu grey throat 
and breast, yellow abdomen. The remaining upper parts dull 
olive-green, * 

On the evening of 25 March, a pair of these birds was found 
feeding young in a nest. Tire nest was a small pouch of dry 
3 mm boo leaves tucked into tin- fork at the base of the fronds of 
a thorny rattan, ll was about five feet above the ground. The 
rattan itself was about five feet from n path in thick, dark jungle. 
There were either two or three nestlings. We examined the nest 

morning, and the parents came to demonstrate a few feet 
from us. 

We also saw birds carrying bamboo leaves at Beninjan. 
They were building an exactly similar nest about 20 feet from 
the ground in a curtain of vines. 

Now these certainly were not a Tailor-Bird type of nest. 
There was no question of its being sewn between leaves. Apart 
from its irregular shape, it was almost a cup, Records so fur 
have been rather doubtful; (i) Oates {Fauna of British India) 
records a ! ailor-Bird type rd nest shown to Jordon; but ho 
doubts it, and thinks the species might nest in a hole in a tree, 
{ii) Madoc 1f s observation at Beninjau in June 'Shod {Madoc\ 
1947: 92) was made when he was not very experienced. He 
cannot defend it fully. (Hi) Allen and Edgar (1948: 56) describe 
boili a Tailor-Bird type nest-just like Madoc's—and also a bird 
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Glia, ymg bamboo leaves, Clearly, bamboo Jeaves could not be 
incorporated into a delicately-sewn Tailor-Ei rd type of nest - but 

t H With QUr lTOIlt orations. If we Mpl 

lIus as typical, there now remains the interesting problem if 

CSSBKT" 

-WL Muscicapa grandis dee ip ions (Salvad). Niltavm 

frim , Ve s * w sem-ai birds which were definitely paired, but 

Edmr”lVw T>“'"> t ,at ,*° y ,lild 3talted buildin «- Allen & 
p tai ' v rri , ™pt»rt four nests with eggs or young fron 

MW V"“ ruun<1 hl Fab ^ and E? *8 

AjjjiI, Madoc discovered a nest with two fully fledged voun" at 
Cameron s Highlands on 2(i March (1947). 

■>03. Muscicapa melntioleuea westermanni (Sharpe). 

n j I Little Pied Flycatcher 

On the barren tup of Peninjau, acid again along a gloomy 
j igle P«uh, uij came on pairs which behaved as though they had 
S8S& case weie we able to find one, Allen &. Edgar 

- iwfi * llost At CajnRl ' Dnis Highlands, altitude about 

f0 !\ et> ]l) lhe seco1 ^ week of June: this is the only Malayan 
cLOru known m us. Robinson (1928: 113) says ‘The breeding 
habits have not been observed in the Malay Peninsula, but judg- 
"'g from the dates on which young birds have been taken the 




Q. 0. MADOG AND Tt G. II. ALLEN 


(iii) on 17 March, the highest Deal we found, within id 

feet of the summit of Peninjau £d r 360 reel), c/2 r 

QEG X U-56 inches and 0 78 X 0 55 inches; 

(iv) on 21 March, e/1, subsequently deserted, 0-78 X 0-56 

inches. 

(v) on 22 March, c/2, 0-76 X 066 Inches and 07ft X 0'55 

inches. 

We consider that the early part of March represents the 
beginning of the species's breeding season. (It had been an un¬ 
usually rainy February, which wo think had set back the breed¬ 
ing season for most birds.). Most of the nests we found were in 
the course of construction, and ah the eggs we examined were 
quite fresh. The nest is a fairly stout structure, usually placed 
in a sheltered spot. Tints it is “hard-wearing’ 1 , and some uf the 
apparently old nests that we found may have dated back to last 
year. 

Nests arc placed either in Ehe face of a bank or, where no 
bank exists, on a slight slope. All the nests that we found were 
beside paths in rather gloomy places in thick jungle. None was 
more than two feet above the ground. The form built on the 
face of a bank is usually snuggly tucked into a kind of moss with 
long bushy fronds; but some are built in pockets of dead leaves 
which lodge in crevices of the bank. The kind built on the ground 
(w : e saw few of these) is always sunk in a bed uJ dead leaves. 
The nest is globular; it has a thick and loose outer layer of dead 
leaves and bracken. Then there is a thick inner layer of bamboo 
leaves. Finally there is a thin but dense lining; this may be 
composed of dead leaves, or the macerated bark of a dead tree, 
or uf skeleton leaves combed out until they jook like matted 
grass. The entrance hole is oval-—greater in width than in height 
—measuring about 1 ] ,4 inches X 1 inch. Often it is partly con¬ 
cealed by a tlead leaf hanging loosely over the top. 

The egg-shell is thin, fine and slightly glossy. The ground 
colour is white. The markings are spots and small blotches of 
terracotta, forming a dense ring near tire broad end, und be¬ 
coming progressively less dense towards the pointed end. They 
look rather like small eggs of the English Robin. Judging by the 
number of nests found, this must be one uf the must common 
species on the Hill; but we both noted how rarely it is seen, 
except near the newt. The nest is quite well-hidden, but often it 
is revealed by the noisy demonstration which the birds make as 
an intruder approaches. No previous account has been published 
uf nesting of the Malayan form, but Cibson-llill (1948: 21S) 
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records that breeding had been reported from Fraser's Hill, all. 
b>fjOo ieot, by Lew in in an MS note; apparently Lew in gave no 
details ot tJie nest that lie found, nor has he published any 
subsequently. 

Ue wore aide to got very clear views of the species during 
Lins visit, We noted the orange-chestnut sides of the face; and in 
a good light we could see the thin black line under the white 
gorget. When demonstrating against an intruder, the birds utter 
a rapid, scratchy, scolding rhurr. 

542. Aethopyga saturate wrayi Sharpe. Blackbreasted Sunbird. 

( In March 1947, Madoc found this species breeding at Came- 
ron's Highlands, and its nest is not difficult to Hud. The birds 
were quite common on Fraser’s Hill, 3mt they were clearly not 
breeding. 

551, Arachnothera magna magmi (Jlodgs.). 

Streaked S pi d er-h u nter. 

Commonly seen during these three weeks on the Hill; but 
usually seen in flight, or feeding on the flower of a wild banana. 
Madoc has already recorded the Wagtail-like flight-call hostile 
and the chisikik when feeding or at vest. But he suspects that, 
Ji,-vti the Little Spider-hunter, AraciniotLeru, lo'AgirosirtL, it also 
declaims from a song-post* Many times during this visit we have 
heard a repetitive call E-tjvt Gct-a-let. This lias been uttered by 
an invisible bird in thick cover. Sometimes when we have crawled 
up close to it the song has ended abruptly, and has been followed 
by a typical Spider-hunter flight-call as the invisible bird flew 
away, Wc have never yet seen the bird which makes this call; 
but w r e think it must, be this species. 

On 21 March, Mrs. Allen found u nest which we think must 
have belonged to this species. It was built under a horizontal 
leal ul a banana in a jungle gully, it was a eight but substantial 
cup made mostly of skeleton leaves. One part of the outer rim 
was sewn to the sloping underside of the leaf. Wc left it alone 
until the day of our departure; but on that day it was still 
empty and mu,s:t have been deserted. There is at present am 
published account, of this species breeding in our area though it 
is undoubtedly resident here (Gibson-Hilh 1949: 241-242). 

uihh Munia striata subsquumicoUis (Baker). 

Sharp tailed Munia, 

Fairly common. None of the known nesting sites appeared 
to be occupied. 
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Appendix A 

The following birds were also noted, in addition Lo those mentioned 
above. Numbers and trinomials follow the Annotated Checklist. 

55. Spizaeta-'i nijmlt’nxin tilhanigcr (Elyih), Severn I solitary birds- 
aoen. 

fib. 1 cihiactua Hiafajy e fists (TemnO. Seen mice. 

JOOrJ. Hwtui'arwiw phtvtiicuntti chinviidLt (Bodd.L A solitary bird seen 
jjevera! times. 

210, Bticerun biconiix Linn. Seen once: heard several times. 

^Bl. pyTotophtm S. Mil LI. Seen cm many occasions. 

£93. Pjcupn.mj.jr iiuiomhuxtti jutiltiyorum Hurt. Seen once. 

293. Pints flavin acfto fernyi (Sharpe), Seen once. 

31 SI. Ptuin'jsoniatii dnUionMaa p$Htacinrtx (E, Mull.). Seen once. 

33 tt. Hinrndu tahitira abbatti (Cbcrh.). Common, 

:; 43 . PericrocoijTJi so/aWs tm wn fnarns Salvacl. Plentiful 
y-iB. Dientrtin (tene?JK jiutlapunsis (Blyth). Fairly common. 

349 . Dieaemu-ruit retnifer pt'-ruc? twin (Baker). .Skuji several times, 
frrioJuif enn iitHH iiuiUujanua Hob. & KJoss. Seen only twice. 

;j S3. Mrttrtui chi 0 m if u l tn v tm fiav 0 cristata ( Lnfr.}. G ne pu rty of three. 
36.7, Sitta njumr nvptictata (Hart.). Keen unee. 

PoinatwrhinH* hypo if /teas wruiji Sharpe. One [ji.ii 1 l y of four. 

3 SC, TrcrJidi'rr jT t'jrilepifltitait tfiTMUl tRichm,J. A pair scmjjl once. 

399, (jarrulaz fniiratits major (Hob, & Kloss}. Fairly common. 

HIP. f7arrtd(W *rythn)f:t:phat { iit ppniuSiiLc (Sharpe). Seen fairly fre¬ 
quently, 

403. Pte-j'H(fciKfi erulhropUnix <u mtatw* Tick. Seen mm. 

4 ] v. f-ftitvTOphtisia picuoittex wrapi (O.-Grantj. Common. 

■ 3 L‘J. Chlafapnia hardwickii nuitayutut Hob. it Klcsse Sttun once or twice. 
443 , Microwdix TTuxltlltiMUi pcrttemisi* (Hart, & Butl), Eoen once or 
ewiee. 

-iliti. Cojfflye/iiid xanlarte nMsicwt [Haiti.}. Common in residential 
areas, 

454. Enicarna schisttuciia Hodgs, Seen twice. 

-IT;;. Phylloacopitoi triviTpiUtts pn.rvirantria Strea. Seen OJ1CC. 

. 18 - 5 . Phipiilu m alkieollii! atrnta Sulvad. Soon frequently. 
blS. il/oltiriijii cniarcu mvltinope Pall, One or two present throughout 
our stay. 

i.ill J>j[jncri ppl vaHffu/iiulMit HPft tlolicharpitchttm Hcign, Quite common. 


Appendix B 

The following four nates may also be of i mu re it: unfortunately it was 
not possible to identify the birds with certainty. ^ 

IBB. CnculuH politicephiilLLia lepidiu S. Mull, LcbSW Cul-juki- 

Lln several occasions we heard the uali of an obvious cuckoo. It was 
similar to that of the European Cuckoo, except that jt was exuded to four 
notuj; of which Liu.- last two were exactly like the second, At a griiuL distance 
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L* vr s K? ot « 

Usably made Ly the present ISt\h Tl ^ ear - We lhtnk that it is 

to hn.e heard ?”S£ ££? "pJ 1 ": who 

h uniat m, says that the two cstra Lit*'"-in- L*Tu- P *“^ 1T1 ' vesttrh 
relatively few Malayan rs-corda for leantu# ■ Robin' 1 * e ' ^-ere 

country a.s tin: mountains”™si?fn™r Z J nS ?7 ^ lL " rnn K £! ijl this 
Tahan In Pahm^: Gilmm-Rji[ nn r- ^ r'! n^^ J t j Jy Jerak) and Guticmg 1 
Ulu Kali adm^r. £7lnr t P "k 5 ^ a P e ™n.H (GunoJ 

«■*■ »>&<* 'eJss rcc “ ni for 

”“'; “ I "' 7 el,ha ' US ' ' Mountain fl*. Owl. 

Ss - !T.MS*VS> 

on un anvil—p!ewlploit-—i! n s| 1 iIlr J i“! 1 j®"?l s V ,! wilh ' llt » f » hammer 
:umf that at Frasart Hilt uK “ '* l ™ the t “"' ™*«*" »• *«- 

me 1„ Gibatm-nm (Vili 1, M T !>r “ 1!,,t birli ' th »“Eh actor,I- 

from GuanaJ ijai Par t'h I r„nl^ v t ' 0 “, r ,' :i ' ,>r ' le ‘ i only 

Gunuae Tahan (Pahang) ' k e,lsk " a " K , - cLar (S«Ian K or) an,I 

^muleas iadic„ s jalaha Tamm. & ScMeg. MLeratary Nightjar 
were ihe preaujit birth Atrain Ll / Us k t ? 1 . ^ Hll resumes* that they 

|S= 1 HSSSS|SPS^ 

' Ukyu " 8n '' ,rnt '" i,a f " sca I “odd.). Whitebreasfed Kingfiaher 

ssisspHssssKs 

t£S^^ 353 Sr«*»* 

Hercrenct'H. 

Alijvn. a. F, 4 i J y'J H ' AFC ■ A - ^ lj ' 1L * 4 *b N“tes oti the funding of snme birds of 

bl-.^ l, JiV4T) ” 10Untllin&J jVaf + a/oitnd, h 3 , pL . 2 , pip, 

Beihvlck, E.J. H„ ItHj.Notes on some Jutland birds now occurring on 
nmmjzv t" rT^R "5^"^ pt ii f vv. xLw. 

A & of the birds of Malays 
' liJ ^-.?V LJ J hduffJca] N^H* the IU Hies Museum, No, IS. a 

MAmC ' G Cr %) p^' ; f^ iatrodllc tioi l u, Maiuynn birds, 

liOEtin-RON, Fi. c tsr^fl The bin Is of the Malay PeninsuE*. Voh 2 r the birds 
"f tbe Fitll Htn Lions. Withurby, London 

S».VT. !lf ; Bl B, R„ 1940. Hinds «f Burma. American Mission Press, Racoon. 
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Summary 

This paper is based primarily on observations made cm the 
birds of Fraser’s Hill, Selangor (alt, about 4,000 feel) t and the 
region of the Semangko Pass (the Cap) during residence on the 
Hilt from 4-7 March, and 11—26 March t 1051. The notes deal 
mostly with nidi heat ion, and include the first records of nesting 
in Malaya of— 

Corattina nova&fwlltmdiafi Itmttensis (Sharpe), 

(Checklist No. 336). 

hei<> thrix a rg e n tanria tail a nensis (Yen). 

(Checklist No. 401). 

M uscisybvia leucura feucura Hodgs. (Checklist No, 447). 

fl rut-hyp! eryx Icucophris weayi O, Grant* 

(Checklist No. 448). 

MyiO'pkinteus robhisom O.-Grant. (Checklist No, 464). 
and possibly of-— 

Arucknot. her& magna magna (Hodgs*)* 

(Checklist No, 551)* 

and the brat description of tire nest and eggs of— 

Ant hives solitaris ww.la.ytma (Sharpe). 

(Checklist No, 500), 
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